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AfL Agreement for Lease 

CRNRA Cumulative Regional Navigation Risk Assessment 

DCO Development Consent Order 

ES Environmental Statement 

IP Interested Party 

MCA Maritime Coastguard Agency 

MNEF Marine Navigation Engagement Forum 

MOD Ministry of Defence 

MMO Marine Management Organisation 

NPS National Policy Statement 

NRA Navigation Risk Assessment 

OSP Offshore substation platform 

PEIR Preliminary Environmental Information Report 

PSR Primary Surveillance Radar 

SoCG Statement of Common Ground 

VTMP Vessel Traffic Management Plan 

WTG Wind turbine generator 

 
Glossary of Units 

 

km2
 Square kilometre 

MW Megawatts 

 
Glossary of Terminology 

 

Agreement for 
Lease (AfL) 

Agreements under which seabed rights are awarded following the 
completion of The Crown Estate tender process. 

Applicant Morecambe Offshore Windfarm Ltd. 

 
Application 

This refers to the Applicant’s application for a Development Consent 
Order (DCO). An application consists of a series of documents and plans 
which are published on the Planning Inspectorate’s (PINS) website. 

 
Generation 
Assets (the 
Project) 

Generation assets associated with the Morecambe Offshore Windfarm. 
This is infrastructure in connection with electricity production, namely the 
fixed foundation wind turbine generators (WTGs), inter-array cables, 
offshore substation platform(s) (OSP(s)) and possible platform link cables 
to connect OSP(s). 
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The Planning 
Inspectorate 

The agency responsible for operating the planning process for Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Projects. 

Windfarm site 
The area within which the WTGs, inter-array cables, OSP(s) and platform 
link cables would be present. 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview of the Project 

1. The Morecambe Offshore Windfarm is a proposed offshore wind farm located 

in the Eastern Irish Sea, which when fully operational, would have an 

anticipated nominal capacity of 480 megawatts (MW) and would have the 

potential to generate renewable power for over 500,000 homes in the United 

Kingdom. 

2. The wind farm was one of six projects selected by The Crown Estate in its 

Offshore Wind Leasing Round 4 in 2021. The Agreement for Lease (AfL) for 

the wind farm was received in 2023. 

3. The AfL comprises an area of up to 125km2 and reflects the wind farm site 

assessed in the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR). 

Following design development, surveys, assessments and consultation on the 

PEIR, the proposed wind farm site development area has been reduced to 

approximately 87km2. 

4. The ‘Project’ relates to the Generation Assets of the Morecambe Offshore 

Wind farm (including wind turbine generators (WTGs), inter-array cables, 

offshore substation platforms (OSP(s)), and possible platform link cables to 

connect OSP(s)). 

5. A separate consent for the Transmission Assets associated with the 

Morecambe Offshore Wind farm and the Morgan Offshore Wind Project 

(another proposed wind farm to be located in the Irish Sea) is being sought. 

1.2 Purpose of this document 

6. This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared by 

Morecambe Offshore Wind farm Ltd (the Applicant) with input from Ørsted 

Interested Parties (IPs). This identifies topic areas where there is agreement, 

areas of disagreement, and areas which remain under discussion in relation 

to the Development Consent Order (DCO) application (‘the Application’) for 

the Morecambe Offshore Wind farm Generation Assets (hereafter ‘the 

Project’). 

7. Ørsted operate a number of offshore wind projects in the Irish Sea, and the 

term Ørsted IPs is used to include relevant Ørsted projects. Through 

discussions with Ørsted IPs it has been agreed that a combined SoCG will be 

submitted for the following IPs (this document). 

▪ Barrow Offshore Wind Limited 

▪ Burbo Extension Ltd 

▪ Walney Extension Limited 
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this is presented in Volume 4 - Consultation Report Appendices Part 4 (I) 

(APP-019). Further detail on the engagement undertaken with Ørsted IPs is 

presented in Table 2.1. 

15. The Applicant also engaged with shipping and navigation consultees, 

including a representative from Ørsted, in extensive regional consultation 

throughout the pre-application process via the hazard workshops as described 

in Table 2.1. The Applicant set up these forums in co-ordination with the Mona 

Offshore Wind Project and Morgan Offshore Wind Project Generation Assets. 

Further details about the hazard workshops can be found in the Consultation 

Report (APP-015) and ES Volume 5 – Chapter 14 – Shipping and Navigation 

(APP-051). 

16. For further information on the consultation process please see the 

Consultation Report (APP-015). 

1.2.1.2 Post-Application 
 
17. Following the submission of the DCO application on 31st May 2024, Ørsted 

IPs submitted Relevant Representations. These comprised of: 

▪ Barrow Offshore Wind Limited - RR-008 

▪ Burbo Extension Ltd – RR-014 

▪ Walney Extension Limited – RR-089 

▪ Morecambe Wind Limited – RR-056 

▪ Walney (UK) Offshore Wind farms Limited – RR-088 

▪ Ørsted Burbo (UK) Limited – RR-093 

18. A Relevant Representation (RR-076) was also made by ScottishPower 

Renewables (West of Duddon Sands Wind farm) Ltd who jointly own the West 

of Duddon Sands Wind farm with Ørsted. ScottishPower Renewables and 

Ørsted have agreed that this SoCG should addresses comments made by the 

joint entity. 

19. The Applicant is committed to continued engagement with Ørsted IPs as 

described to date in Table 2.1. 

1.2.2 Summary of ‘Agreed’, ‘Not Agreed’ and ‘In Discussion’ 

matters 

20. In order to easily identify whether a matter is ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’ or ‘in 

discussion’, the colour coding system set out in Table 1.2 has been used. 

21. Details on specific matters that are ‘Agreed’, ‘Not Agreed’ or ‘In Discussion’ 

are presented in Table 2.2. 
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